SUMMARY Herpes simplex virus (HSV) was shed from the genital tracts of 26 (1507) and cytomegalovirus (CMV) from 19 (11 %) of 177 promiscuous women. Virus excretion was especially common (HSV 41 % and CMV 19%o) in the youngest age group (aged 19 or less).
Introduction
Sexual transmission of herpes simplex virus type II (HSV II) and cytomegalovirus (CMV) after primary infection and subsequent recurrences due to endogenous reinfection have been well documented.
Exogenous reinfection with HSV II' and CMV2 has occasionally been reported, but no data concerning the incidence of exogenous reinfection were presented in these reports.
Recently Schmidt et al showed that exogenous reinfection with HSV is apparently rare, as it was not detected in a group of 24 women with recurring symptomatic episodes of genital herpes.3
Our present study of the epidemiology of infections with HSV and CMV in promiscuous women failed to detect exogenous reinfection with CMV, which indicates that exogenous reinfection with CMV must also be rare.
Patients and methods

STUDY POPULATION
We studied 177 promiscuous women (prostitutes addicted to heroin) aged 15 to 58 (mean 23) who voluntarily attended a clinic for sexually transmitted diseases (STD) of the Municipal Health Service in Amsterdam for a total of 497 visits. The high incidence of STD in this group is illustrated by the fact that in 1982 there were 10 new cases of syphilis, 140 of gonorrhea, and 124 of trichomoniasis.4 VIRUS CULTURE AND TYPING Sterile cotton tipped swabs were used to obtain cervical specimens. These were immersed in Hank's solution with penicillin, streptomycin, and nystatin and were inoculated in duplicate within one hour on diploid human fetal lung cells. Cultures were examined twice weekly for six weeks. HSV typing was based on giant cell formation, and adenovirus typing was performed by neutralisation and by restriction enzyme analysis; the reference strain adenovirus type 37 was provided by Dr J C de Jong (Public Health Laboratory, Bilthoven). Differentiation between types of CMV was performed as described previously,5 using the restriction enzymes Eco RI and Hind III and the reference strains AD 169 and SG. Table I shows the number of women in the different age groups and the number of specimens available for investigation from each age group. We obtained 497 specimens from 177 women (a mean sampling rate of P Werthem, JGalama, JGeelen, CBuurman, andJvan derNoordaa 
Results
